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LIVING
froM the 10 PouNds you’ve sworN to lose, to the CoPy of 
The goldfinch you’ve sworN to read, to the gaNgbusters 

busINess you’ve Pledged to start, hoMe IMProveMeNt CaN easIly 
fall to the bottoM of your lIst of New year’s resolutIoNs. so 
keeP It sIMPle: IN the sPIrIt of lIvINg your best year ever, we’ve 

asked INterIors exPerts to NaMe the subtle tweaks that wIll 
Make a bIg dIffereNCe to your sPaCe

it’s the 
small things

93DecorLIVING

find a smart alternative to 
a vase for your foyer
“The fluorescent glow of the Lucite 
reminds me of a Tracey Emin piece. 
There’s something really current about 
it—it pops and it’s fun because it’s 
different from everything else you’d have 
in the entryway and you get to see it every 
day.”—Lilly Bunn, interior designer

Acrylic bowl, ALEXANDRA VON 
FURSTENBERG, $400, at Maison 24, NYC
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skip the pricey candle and get a 
single gardenia for your 
nightstand
“A candle is just a bunch of chemicals, but this is 
something real. It’s one of the most fragrant 
flowers, and it lasts a long time. I buy them from 
the Korean market near my home. I often have 
one next to my bed so I can smell it as I fall 
asleep.”—Katie Ridder, interior designer

spring for fancy hand soap in 
the bathroom
“I used to pick up liquid hand soap at Duane 
Reade, but I loved upgrading to beautifully 
perfumed soap and dispensers. My current 
favorites are from Santa Maria Novella. Everyone 
comments that they love the smell. It’s not only a 
treat for my guests. It upgrades my own 
experience.”—Heather Clawson,  
Habituallychic.luxury

Pomegranate toilette soap, SANTA MARIA 
NOVELLA, $18 each, at Santa Maria Novella 
stores nationwide

bring order and panache to your 
work space with a mint julep cup
“Just to be able to have that at the ready  
and look attractive is incredibly useful.”
—Miles Redd, interior designer

Vintage silver julep cup, VALERIO 
ALBARELLO, $400, visit michaelcfina.com. 
Classic felt-tip pens, PAPER MATE, $2–$17, at 
Target stores nationwide. Porcelain plate, 
HERMÈS, $180, at Michael C. Fina, NYC. 
Crocodile-embossed leather jotter, $41, 
personalized jotter cards, $50 (for set of 100), 
both, GRAPHIC IMAGE, visit graphicimage.com

Impress guests 
(and yourself) 
with linen 
napkins
“Everyone should have 
nice linens—there’s 
something sweeter about 
not being disposable. 
Being monogrammed, it 
belongs to you. You can 
pass them down. Cocktail 
size, you can afford more 
than one set—and you 
don’t have to take them as 
seriously. I like how people 
will have a linen that’s got 
wine stains—it means you 
had a good time. You 
should use them every day, 
with your good china. 
When else are you going to 
use them?” 
—Lindsey Coral Harper, 
interior designer

Monogrammed linen 
napkins, LEONTINE 
LINENS, $45 each, visit 
leontinelinens.com

Invest in a 
broom so sleek 
you won’t want 
to hide it in a 
closet
“I’m obsessed with the 
idea that you should 
think about your 
utilitarian objects as 
carefully as you think 
about things that are 
going to be purely for 
display, because you 
use them so often. As 
everything else gets so 
high-tech, it’s really 
reassuring to have 
something as simple as 
a beautiful broom.”
—Julie Carlson, 
Remodelista.com

Beechwood, metal, 
horsehair, and PVC 
dustpan and hand 
brush, ANDRÉE 
JARDIN, $85, at ABC 
Carpet & Home, NYC

In Eastern 
medicine, gardenias 
are used in herbal 

teas to relieve stress and 
anxiety. During the Han 
Dynasty, their fruit and 

leaves were believed 
to be a cure for the 

common cold.
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dress up your living room as you 
would an outfit—with a 
necklace
“I can’t stand any room where everything is new. 
Everyone loves those [Coveteur-style] vignette 
shots of people’s jewelry collections; it’s kind of a 
take on that. You can use them in all these 
different applications—I’ve got one on top of a 
box in my living room; I love them around a 
lamp. They’re pretty rustic. I imagine people 
restring them, but I like them in the raw form. It’s 
a good gift for the friend who has everything and 
understands design, but it doesn’t break the 
bank.”—Betsy Burnham, interior designer

Reported by Jennifer Arellano, Cotton Codinha, Elyse Moody, Naomi Rougeau, and Keziah Weir

94 LIVING Decor


